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Technically speaking, their new Homburg
project, which won a prize in the Office nomi-
nation at the Warld Architecture Festival that
took place in Barcelona recently, is not @ con-
ventional office building. The design of the
building was commissioned by Unilever, o mo-
Jor manefacturer of food and cosmetics and
personal care products, which has brunches
in many countries. Therefore, aport from of-
fice premises, presentation reoms had to fit
into space; ¢ fovourable situation of the land
plot at the waterfront in the Hafenlity orea,
which has recently been included into a revi-
tatization program, makes it a pedfect loca-
tion for safes premises. People stroil leisurely
along the embankment enjoying the view and
are always ready to heve o snack. Behnisch’s
bureau has teken care of visitors as mindful-
ly, os af affice warkers: o rother large exten-
sion pratrudes from the building, in the shade
of which peopte could relax without risking
getting & sunburn. In fact, the facade of the
building presents a separote subject worth dis-
cussing: out of all translucent materiats archi-
tects picked polymer membrane. ETFE film in

naan 1-ro araxa | ground floor plan

Wx HoBwi npoexT B fambypre, nonyyuBvii NpyU3 HEAaBHO 3aKOH-
yupweroca B bapcenoxe World Architecture Festival B HOMUHAUKK
«Qdmcy, cTporo roeops, — He BnonHe ciucroe 3panue. KomnaHus,
3aKasaewas ero npoeKTUpoBanue, — Unilever — kpynHelid nponseo-
OUTENb KOCMETHKM W NPOAYKTOB NWTAHWA, WMEIoWMiA NpencTasi-
TENIbCTBA BO MHOTMX cTpaHax. MoaToMy noMuMo cobcTeenHo odmcoB
3/18Cb AONMHE ObINM pasMecTuTbCA NPe3eHTauHOHHbIE NpoCTpaH-
CTB2: YAAYHOR PAcCNONOMEHWE YYacTHa Ha HabepemHod B paiowe
XatheHCHTH, He TaK NaBHO NONABWErD B NPOrPaMMy PEBUTANU3IALMH,
AenaeT ero HaeanbHLIM MECTOM ANA OPraHU3ayuK TOProBbIX NAOUa-
aeii. Hapop HecnewHo nporynueaercs, nobyeTca Buaamn W Bcerna
XOMeT vero-Hubyrb nepexycuts. Heratw, o Buautepax B Giopo Ge-
HUWA No3ab0THANCE TaK e aKKYPaTHO, KK W 0 COTPYAHUKaX Othu-
COB: B 3A3HWKH CNPOEKTUPOBAHA AOBCALHO BHYWUTENLHAR KOHCOML,
B TeHW KOTOPOI MYNAIOWMKE MOTYT PAcNONOXMTLCA W paccnabuteca
6ea pucka obropets. Kcrarm, dacag ananus npegcrasnser coboi or-
LENbHYI0 TeMy AnA Becepwi: cpen BCEX CBETONPO3PAYHLIX NOKPEI-
THii apxMTEKTOPb BLOPANKM NONMMEPHYID MAEHKY. 3aKNOYeHHEA B
anioOMKHMEBBIE NPO(UAY W NOAQEPKHEAEMAR NIETKON HECYILRH KOH-

nnav 3-ro atama | 3rd floor plon
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HYEJIOBEK B KBALLPATHbIX METPAX

famoypr, lepmanus | BEHNISCH ARCHITEKTEN I UNILEVER
HEADQUARTERS I toro Adam Merk | TeKkcT EBreHus baxtyposa
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In on interview @ while ago Stefan Behnisch
sait thot office buildings should not be viewed
os a tissue of similor cells, whith can make
them monotonous. For Behnisch Architekten,
office premises consist first of all of spaces and
ploces where penple work. And pecple hove o
variety of needs: to communicate formolly and
informally, to be exposed to daylight, or to
have some peace, If we consider every single
need and functions related to it individually,
we will see that oty o small part of the buila-
ing's stricture consists of sirmitar cells, and it is
the spaces that develop between the ceils that
are of most interest. Stefan’s father hod as yet
strived to give his erchitecture a chance fo use
knowledge as a medium: the message is spread
not only between the sign board and the direc-
tar’s office; usually there are many storeys in
this ant-heap between the two, and at eoch sto-
rey people work, who remind of ants if one does
not look too closely. This humanist approach, *
which is not characteristic of all creators of
lorge-scale forms, turned Behnisch Architekten
into the most favourite architects of the office
plankten, all the more so that their activities
wre not limited to Germany.

Kak-To, nOBONLHO f3BHO, faBas WHTepBbIo, Litedan Bexuw cra-
3an, 4TO HeAb3R PACCMATPHBATL OMCHBIE JAAHHA HAK CHONNEHME
D MHEKOBLIX 4EEH, KOTOPLIE MOTYT CAENATE WX MOHOTOHHEIMU, flAA
6iopo Behnisch Architekten oducHbie 3nanus coctosT, npexge ace-
TO, U3 NPOCTPAHCTE M MECT, e AloAW paboTaloT. A y NI0ARH BCTh MHO-
HECTBO pa3Hbtx noTpeSHocTer: B 0BIWEHWH, AENOBOM W HedopMant-
HOM, B IHEBHOM CBETE, B NoKoe. Ecnu paccMoTpeTh HamAyto notpeb-
HOCTb U CBA3AHHBIE C HEA DYHKLMWK RO OTAEALHOCTH, CTAHET ACHO, YTO
AWINE QYeHb MANEHBKAA YacTh CTPYKTYPL! 30AHHA COCTOMT U3 OAMHE-
KOBbIX AYeeK WM Fopa3fo GoAbWKA UHTEpeC NpeacTaBRAIT T€ npo-
CTPAHCTBA, YTO Pa3BMBANTCA MEXAY HUMK. Ewe oTel NoHTepa cTpe-
MHMACA CO30aTk B CBOEH 3PXMTEKTYPE BOIMOMHOCTH WCNOALIOBATH
3IAAHUE KAK Mefua: CMbICAOBAA HArpyika pacnpefenAeTCa He TOAb-
KO MeMAy BLiBECKOW U KaBMHETOM fUpEKTOpa: OT OAHOO A0 APYIOTD,
HaK NPABUNO, ~ MHOMECTBO 3TAMEN MyPABERHUKA, M HA KAMAOM, MO-
et BbiTh, NOXOMME HA MypPaBLEB, eCM He BINARbLIBaTLCA, paboTalT
NioAn. ITOT FyMaHWIM, NPUCYWWRA, KCTATH, JANEKO HE BCEM TBOPUAM
KpynHo# (opmel, caenan cneyos Gopo Behnisch Architekten ogum-
MU U3 CaMbIX J10BMMBIX aPXUTEKTOPOB oGMCHOrO NAZHKTOHE, TeM 6o~
NEe, 4TO CTPOAT OHW HE ToABKO B [epMaHkH,
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aluminium profiles supported by a light bear-
ing structure produces an impression of trans-
{ucency ond, more than that, ightfutness. Ar-
chitects decided to use a single-ply cover in-
stead of the popular ETFE cushion roofing
- which, apart from being sturdy, protecting
[from wind end screening potlution, atlows vi-
suol communication with the landscope from
within the building.

Tdle fun-seekers are sllowed to enter the
building, too; apart from the stores on the
ground floor, there are @ number of small ca-
fes on various storeys available to both ordi-
nary visitors and employees, remind of the hu-
mon gualities of the fatter. All these “meet-
ing points”, as architects themselves refer to
them, ore interconnected with bridges, ramps
and stairs and form a communication space.
According to the architects’ ideo, the struc-
ture of the atrium reminds of that of a city:
apart from communication lines and vtilities,
it 15 enriched with various colours ond a lot of
green in its fnteror as well as plenty of win-
dows {offfce reoms located along the perim-
gters have virtually no biind watis focing the

NPORONLHIA paape3 | lorgitudal section

cTpyKumueii nnenka ETFE co3paet owywenue He NpocTc CBETONPO3-
PAYHOCTH, HO CBRTOHOCHOCTH. APXUTEHTOPB OCTAHOBWAMCH HA No-
KPBITHW W3 DAHOTO CNOA NAEHKK BMECTO HoNee NonynApHLIX ceiyac
noaylWwek — TakuM 06pasom, NPK COXPAHEHMU NPOHHOCTH, 3ALUTE OT
BETPa M 3arpAIHEHHA NDKPLITHE NDIBONAET ELE U BU3YANbHO B3aK-
MOAENCTBOBATL C NAHAWA(TOM HIHYTPH.

Bxop BHYTpb NpasgHbM TyNAKaM TAHKE HE 3anpewleH: KpoMe
cobCTBEHHO MarasWHoB NepBOre 3TaMa, 3Aeck eCTh HECHOMLKD Ka-
dewer, pacneNoOMeHHBIX Ha Pa3HbiX YPOBHAX, JOCTYNHLIX KAK Npo-
CTbIM CMEPTHBIM, T2K M COTPYAHMKEM, IMIWHWHA PA3 HaNOMKHAR, vTC
HUYTO YeNoBEeYECKOe NOCAEAHWM He Yywpo. Bce aTw, Kak HaawBaloT
MX CEMW APXMTEKTODHI, KMECTA BCTPEY» COBAMHEHB MOCTaMM, NaH-
AYCAMH W NECTHWUAMK, GOPMUDYA NPOCTPAHCTRD KOMMYHUKALMM,
ArpuyM, No 3aMbICNY apXUTEHTOPOB, — CTRYKTYPA, NOXOMAA Ha ropop-
CKYIO: 3feck ECTh HE TOABKC KOMMYHUKAUWK, HO W pa3HoobpaiHoe
UBRTOBOE pelleHWe W MHOTo 3eNeHH (NpaBAa, BCEro NWWb 3eNEHO0-
ro usera B 0hopMNEHNK), n3oGunue oKoH (B odycax, pacnoiomHeK-
HbIX NO NEPUMETDY, NPAKTHHECKH HET IYXUX NepercpoaoK Co cTopo-
Hbl arpuyma), Ocoboe BHUMAHUE BbING YARAEHO UHCONAUMM H IHED-
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otrium). Insolatign and energy saving were
given particular consideration: basing on prin-
cples of sustainable architecture, designers
aimed at providing maximum stream aof natu-
ral tight into office premisas as well as into the
atrium with the help of o glazed roof, Each em-
ployee can adapt his office space to his own
needs: pne can open @ window (even if the win-
dow ppens into the atrium} or adjust the radio-
tor, pull shades down or let sunfight in. Ventilo-
tion of the building is of particular impertance;
since the butlding is located in close vicinity to
a port, diesel fuel smell reaches the site, and
one had to manege industrial odours so that
they would not interfere with work, Finally, one
shoutd not forget the “details”: environmental-
fy friendly moteriols used for constniction, re-
duced water consumption, and SMD-LED lights,
a new technology thet allows creating rew,
complicated cuirving forms, It looks fike o paro-
dise on earth. We snould think that employees
working in such offices perform respectively.

rocbepesenkia: CnefyA NpUKUMNAM «YCTORYMBOW® ApXWUTERTYPH,
NPOEKTHPOBIYUKK NOCTAPaNMCh 06ECNEYUTE MKCUMANbHBIA NPHTOK
eCTeCTBEHHOTD OCBELIEHHA HE TONLKO B OMUCH, HO U B aTPHYM, ANA
yero Hbina UCNONbIOBAHE CTEKAAHHAA KposnA. HampauH paboTHuK,
HaxoAAck B odCe, MOMET MAKCHMANLHO NOACTPOUTE NPOCTPAHLTBO
nos ceBa: pacnaxHyTb OKHO (iame BCAM OHO BBIXORWT B aTPHYM),
OTPEeryAMpPORATh PAAMaTop, 3aTEHHTL MPOCTPAHCTRO AW BNYCTWThL
CONHUE. BeHTUNALMA B 3aHWK UMeeT groboe 3HAYEHHE: NoCKoNk-
Ky HOMNNEKC PAcNONOMKHACA B HENOCPEACTBEHHOM B1M30CTyY OT nop-
TOBOTO TEPMMHANA, CIOAA AORETAKDT 3anaxy AW3ENLHOTO TONAKBA, U
HyHO 66110 N03aBOTUTLCA © TOM, 4TOGLI NPOMBIWNEHHEIE aPOMATLI
He mewanu pabore. Hy u He crouT 3abbiBark 0 «MEN0yax»: IHOAO-
TMYECKH YNCTLIE MATEPHAaNbY, UCNONBL3IOBAHHLIE NPH CTPOMTENLLTEE,
CHUIKEHMe noTpebnenus BOAL, HOBAA paipaboTa B OCBEWEHWH —
SMD-LED, HakannuBalowas BHEBHOH CEET U OTRAIAR €0 BEYEPOM.
B oBuem, noxowe Ha pai 3emHo#. Hago aymare, v KN y cotpyanu-
KOB TaKoro ofuca cooTBETCTBYIOWKA.

object Unilever Headquarters for Germany,
Austriz and Switzerland | location Homburg,
Germany | competition 2006 | develepment
started 2007 | construction finished Septem-
ber 2009 | customer Strandkal 1 Projekt GmbH
| architects Peter Schinier, Stephan Zem-
mrich, Andrens Leupold, Irina Martaler, Eckart
Schwerdtfeger, Dennis Wirth, Andreas Peyker,
Mandana Atimardani, Jens Berghaus | area
24000 m? | construction velume 165000 m*

o6bent Unilever Headgquarters for Germany, Austria and Switzerland
| mecTo lamBypr, lfepmanun | KoHKypc 2006 | Hawano npoexTUposa-
Hus 2007 | oKOHYaHWE CTPOUTENLCTBA ceHTAOPL 2009 | 3aKaaunK
Strandkai 1 Projekt GmbH | apxuTexvopel Peter Schlaier, Stephan
Zemmrich, Andreas Leupold, Irina Martaler, Eckart Schwerdt feger,
Dennis Wirth, Andreas Peyker, Mandana Alimardani, Jens Berghaus
| nnowapk 24000 mM? | o6bem 165 000 M1
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